ADIRONDACK COAST CULTURAL ALLIANCE

Minutes of the August 17, 2011 Meeting


Amanda Palmer, Chair, opened the meeting at Clinton County Historical Association at 8:00am on August 17th. Present were Amanda Palmer, Stan Ransom, Howard Lowe, Frank Kinnelly, Helen Nerska, Julie Dowd, Janine Scherline, Ricky Laurin, Geri Favreau, James Hays, John Krueger, Bill Glidden, Ashlea Keene, Lisa LaFountain, Tricia Davies, Jill Breit, Jim Brangan, Jerry Bates and Barb Benkwitt.


Upon motion of Howard Lowe, seconded by Ricky Laurin, the minutes of the July 20th meeting were approved.


John Krueger reported on the Old Stone Barracks. The Chamber of Commerce is not interested in moving to the Barracks. Michele Powers suggested that the Barracks be made into a Bed and Breakfast lodging, to be promoted as a “chance to experience life in a nineteenth century barracks.” Perhaps as part of the Master Plan to recruit tourists to help build a fleet of ships. Terry Meron is meeting with the Mayor on this.


John mentioned possible use of lakeshore trails to include Crete Center. The “Canadian Geographic” magazine is having a tour of the area next week all along the shoreline. Organizations should be ready to be interviewed.  There will be a big article in their magazine focusing on our history, recreation and the beauty of this area for Canadian tourists.


Stan introduced Jill Breit, Director of Traditional Arts in Upstate New York (TAUNY), based in Canton, who spoke of possible collaborations of TAUNY with local historic and cultural organizations interested in folklore, crafts, storytelling, music and the like.


Jim Brangan, from the Champlain Valley Heritage Partnership spoke of upcoming CVHP activities, funded by their $140,000 grant. Most funds are used for outside grants to cultural and recreational organizations.  Their focus is a 9,000 square mile area which includes from Clinton to Saratoga County, the west shore of Vermont. They have arranged for 200 Wayside exhibits and signs.  There are nine new 1812 Clinton County signs, with four to be unveiled September 5th. They will continue this program. They are planning to convene an annual Heritage Partnership Summit to include representatives from New York, Vermont and Canada. Another interest is t Wine Trail. They will continue support for stakeholder groups such as ACCA.


The Partnership is working on the War of 1812 Interpretive Trail, another meeting, and a Civil War Homefront exhibit. No battles, but good stories of what was going on back home and the war effort.  At the end of the Civil War returning soldiers talked of the good farming land further west, which caused many to move to these locations.


The Partnership will provide grants for research on the Civil War, perhaps $5,000 to $10,000.  The commercial evolution of the Champlain Valley is of interest. Stories of Canadians, especially French Canadians, who came over the border to fight in the Civil War, would be a good topic for research.


Another grant might deal with folk arts and folklife in the Champlain Valley in the 19th to 20th Centuries. Topics might include landscapes, philosophy, etc. Stan mentioned John Dewey’s Philosophers’ Camp in Keene Valley.


Another proposal is for a Mobile Exhibit for children to explain their cultural heritage.  Children today should be shown how to paddle a canoe, fish in the Lake and learn other skills our grandparents knew.


A Water Trail of all our water bodies is another possible topic. Using the Lake, canals and the St. Lawrence River, it is possible to circumnavigate around New York State to arrive back in Lake Champlain. Boaters enjoy doing the “circle.” 


Marketing is important.  We should develop a high tech tool kit to allow virtual tours, with apps for smartphones.  Organizations need to learn how to develop an app. Tourists today rely on smartphones, and a marketing plan should 

be developed for this group.  Some signs will have QCR squares which open up information for those with smartphones which can read them.


Future prospects include more exhibits and conferences.  If money is available this could include Civil War sites.  Give any ideas and lists to Tricia Davies.


Jim Hays spoke of the need to include and study the Battle of Valcour in the American Revolution and the French and Indian War, and other sites not yet promoted. A new interpretive sign for the Battle of Valcour will be displayed this Saturday at the Civil War program of CCHA.


Amanda announced that ACCA had passed the one year mark. The next meeting will be at CCHA on Wednesday, September 21st.


Upon motion of Ashlea Keene, seconded by Helen Nerska, the meeting adjourned at 9:00am.

Respectfully submitted, Stan Ransom, Secretary
